Our Case Number: ACP-323972-25

An
Coimisiun
’leanala
Michael O'Dowd and QOthers
78 Chord Read

Drogheda
Co. Louth

Date: 09 February 2026

Re: Public realm and community infrastructure project on fands in Ardee, Co. Louth
Ardee, Co. Louth

Dear Sir f Madam,

An Coimisitin Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned
proposed development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept
this letter as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

Please note that the proposed development shall not be carried out unless the Commission has
approved it or approved it with conditions.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned officer

of the Commission at laps@pleanala.ie

Please quote the above mentioned An Coimisilin Pleandla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Commission.

Yours faithfully,

Kﬂu’- ~ Wec’(‘r'..c\an
Kevin McGettigan™

Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737263

JADZ

Tell Tel (01) 853 8100

Glao Aitiuil LoCall 1800 275 175

Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Macilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Laithrean Gréasain  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email communications@pleanala.ie D01 va02 D01 V902




Submission to ACP-323972-25 .

Michael O’Dowd

On Behalf of Ardee Railway Walk Memorial Garden
78 Chord Road

Drogheda

CoL.outh

To Whom it Concerrns:

Please see attached observation which consists of :

o Lefter from Sandra Byrme Chairperson SAFE Castlebellingham Community
Counselling CLG;

* Letter from Dermot Maguire Ardee Railway Walk Memorial Garden
Committee Chairperson

e An observation from the Committee in relation to the Grotto.

| also include 8 pages of a petition signed by over 1000 people calling for the
retention of the Railway Memorial Garden which refers to the Tree walk, Grotto
and Well.

| also enclose photograph of the remaining pages which are available on request.
This demonstrates the community commitment for what is currently in Character Area
2.
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Submission in Support of the Retention of the Memorial Tree and Well
Railway Memorial Park, Ardee, Co. Louth
Planning Reference:

I wish to make a submission in support of the retention of the memorial tree and the small well
structure constructed at the Railway Memorial Park, Ardee, which were created as a place of
remembrance for loved ones last, including those lost to suicide, and for the families and friends
left behind.

Planting trees in memory of loved ones is a long-established and widely accepted tradition in
towns and villages throughout Ireland. Such trees serve as living memorials, symbolising life,
continuity and remembrance, and provide a gentle, dignified way for families to honour those they
have lost. The memorial trees in the Railway Memorial Park forms part of this broader community
tradition and reflects the collective wish of many people to remember in a quiet, respectful public
space.

The well and bucket structure, together with the engraved locks placed by families, provides a
simple focal point for reflection. It is modest in scale, sensitively constructed, and entirely in
keeping with the character of the park. It does not introduce commercial activity, noise, or visual
intrusion, but instead complements the tranquil and contemplative nature of the setting.

From the perspective of those involved in suicide awareness and bereavement support, including
SAFE Castlebellingham CLG, places such as this are of significant social value. They offer a non-
clinical, compassionate environment where people can pause, reflect, and feel a sense of
connection to those they have lost. For many, particularly those grieving a sudden or traumatic
loss, the presence of a physical place of remembrance is deeply important for healing and
emotional wellbeing.

The memorial has become a quiet haven for members of the community. It enhances, rather than
detracts from, the amenity value of the Railway Memorial Park by reinforcing its role as a space for
peace, reflection and respect.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that An Bord Pleanala support the retention of the
memorial tree and well, recognising their cultural, community and mental-health value, and their
appropriateness within this public park setting.

Yours sincerely,

Sandra Byrne

Chairperson

SAFE Castlebellingham Community Counselling CLG
087 969 4087



Retaining the Grotto:

The grotto is an established, long-standing feature within the Railway Walk and forms part of
the existing character and layout of the park as it is currently used by the public. In planning
terms, it 15 part of the baseline condition of the site and should be assessed as such. Its
removal would alter the current use and character of the space, which has functioned for
years as a place of quiet reflection within a community-maintained parkland. The grotto’s
presence is relevant to any assessment of the site’s existing amenities, landscape features, and
patterns of public use. Omitting it from drawings, photographs, or descriptions presented an
incomplete picture of the receiving environment against which impacts should be evaluated.

Retention of the grotto is consistent with core planning principles of respecting established
use, recognising community-created amenity value, and avoiding unnecessary loss of features
that contribute to the social and cultural fabric of a place. As a modest structure integrated
into the landscape, it does not prevent improvement works but can be accommodated within
sensitive design. Keeping it in situ supports an approach that works with the existing
character of the park rather than treating the area as if it were undeveloped land, ensuring that
proposals properly reflect the reality of what is already present and valued on the ground.

Michael O’Dowd



Maintaining the Tree lined Walk

Dermot Maguire,

40 Cappocks Gate,
Ardee,

Co.Louth

A92K8H?2

To whom it may concern,

I Dermot Maguire of the above address, wish to make a
formal complaint to An Bord Pleanala about Louth County Council’s submission in
relation to the proposed Ardee 2040 Regeneration Project, to remove /relocate one
hundred and twenty two of the three hundred and fifty six remembrance trees which
were planted by myself whilst on a Communrity Employment Scheme assigned to working
on the Railway Line in Ardee.

For the past 10 years I have worked extremely hard transforming the area from a
wasteland/dumping area and it has now become a pleasant and tranquil walk/ park and
in recent years since Covid 19 a remembrance garden which started as a tribute to
people from the town lost to Covid and grew from there.

This all took place prior to Louth County Councils acquisition of the lands in 2022 which
previously was owned by Iarnréd Eireann by whom we were led to believe that Ardee
Tidy Towns, Ardee CE Scheme and Louth Local Development /Tus scheme could make
improvements and clean up the railway line area once a profit was not made and it has
been maintained by those bodies during this time.

Any works undertaken on the railway line during my time was all communicated
through my supervising body at the time as the materials were all paid for and
authorised by Ardee CE Scheme, Ardee Tidy Towns and Louth County Council workers in
Ardee supplied me with other materials like stone, cement ,benches etc.

When the 2040 plan was made known to the people of Ardee and surrounding areas (as
people come from all areas to walk on the railway line since the improvements were
made) a petition with over 1000+ signatures in objection to the development of the
park, the relocation of the trees,the removal of the wishing well , the grotto and the
layout of the park as it is now.

A committee was formed after a public meeting was held in Ardee Parish Centre, Hale
Street Ardee, Co.Louth with hundreds of local people voicing their concerns on the night
of the 25th November 2024. Following this public meeting, the committee was invited
via email to meet with Louth County Council senior officials David Jones,Olivia Mc
Cormack and associates in the Civic Buildings Ardee, Fair Green on the 31st of January
2025 /the 20th February 2025 and the 8th May 2025 to try and come to some comprise
about the 2040 Regeneration Plan and to omit some changes proposed on the plan for
the Railway Line eg. the playground, the community allotments, the coffee kiosk and to
reduce parking on the site,

Everything that we had agreed during talks that would be omitted on the final
submission of the 2040 Regeneration Plan for Ardee were still submitting for planning on
the present proposed plans submitted to An Bord Pleanala. The trees on the site are
belonging to the members of the public as they themselves purchased the trees as a
memorial for their loved ones and everyone is not in agreement for their trees to be
removed or relocated. This is the reason that I wish to make a formal objection to Louth
County Council's removal of any of the trees on the Railway Walk in Sean Q' Carroll
Street, Ardee, Co.Louth.



Yours Sincerely,

Permot Maguire

Railway Walk Memorial Garden
Committee Chairperson



Additional copies of petition:
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Ardee Says Noto
Relocation or Movement
of Remembrance Tress
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